ASCSU Cabinet Director’s 4/8/2008
President’s Report –Katie Gleeson
I would like to commend all those that have participated in the ASCSU elections. Keep encouraging students to vote, we really want to reach our goal of 25% voter turnout!

· Athletics: Provost/Senior Executive Vice President Frank announced today that athletics has decided not to come forth to SFRB to request a fee increase. Provost Frank has expressed to me his desire to follow through on his initial word that athletics would not come forth with a fee increase. Any money that athletics needs to fund the deficit will come from one-time reserve funds that the University, like any business, has for unforeseen events. I see this as a positive step for the administration in trying to make a good faith effort to keep with their word. I have asked many questions to Provost Frank about the reserve funds, the type of fee increase they will ask for next year, and also made it know that I hope in the future that students and athletics can have a clear discussion about funding needs. 
· Long Bill Footnote 20a: Last week, we became aware of a footnote in the Long Bill that would give public institutions the ability to raise tuition by $5 per credit hour if approved by a simple majority of the student population on the respective campuses. This amendment was put forth at the request of Tim Foster, the President of Mesa State. After discussions with Director Ritter, Blake Gibson and our lobbyists, ASCSU takes the position that we do not like the footnote and think it is bad policy. In an ideal world, we would have liked to see the footnote deleted. After discussions with Tim Foster, we thought we had come to the agreement that we would work to amend the footnote to apply only to Mesa State. Unfortunately, I just got word that the JBC voted against all proposed amendments.  
· Governor Ritter to Sign College Textbook Affordability Act: On Tuesday, April 8th, Governor Ritter will sign Senate Bill 73, the College Textbook Affordability Act. This is a great day for students across the state of Colorado. I am truly proud to have been a part of this effort to reduce the skyrocketing price of textbooks. 
· Committee on Strategic and Financial Planning: CoSFP met last week to discuss the forthcoming FY09 draft budget with Provost Frank. Expect to see something released this week or early next week. 
· Collegian Advisory Committee: The committee received one proposal from Jeff Browne about the restructuring of Student Media. We will hear a presentation this Thursday concerning the proposal. 
· CSU/City Liaison Meeting: Director Freudenthal, Vice President Trout and I attended the CSU/City liaison meeting last week. We discussed the possible City Council/CSU student campus dialogue. This will be an event for students to constructively dialogue with City Council members. Unfortunately, we are having difficulty setting a date. I will let you know when we have reached a decision. 
· Vote! Need I say more? Please encourage everyone you know to vote in the ASCSU elections. 
· Potts Caucus: This Wednesday we will hold the biggest Potts Caucus of the year. This is a great way to celebrate the conclusion of the elections and reward all the hard work of the last two weeks. Please come, we will provide food and cake. 
· Ram Leader Work: Brooke, my awesome Ram Leader, is helping me encourage freshman to vote and also working to find examples of positive student/community interaction that I can highlight in the presentation at the CSU/City Council student dialogue. 
Dates to Remember

4/708-4/9/08: VOTE in the ASCSU Elections, on RamWeb
4/8/08: Governor Ritter to sign College Textbook Affordability Act

4/9/08: Elections results announced
Vice President’s Report – Trevor Trout
Finance Report – Chris Wilke
Controller –Emily Laue
Chief of Staff –Ben Schrader

Academics –Dan Palmer
Community Affairs –Katie Freudenthal
Diversity & Outreach –Gabe Barela
Leadership Development - Mitch Trebesh
Quote of the week: 
“Servant-leadership is more than a concept, it is a fact. Any great leader, by which I also mean an ethical leader of any group, will see herself or himself as a servant of that group and will act accordingly.” - M. Scott Peck
· The Involvement Project:
· For all Directors: Please include Ram Leader progress within your department within the Directors Reports each week.
· A few of the projects that the Ram Leaders have been working on thus far include:
· SMILE Projects for Student Services Department
· Attending weekly City Council meetings for Community Affairs Department
· Assisting Marketing Department with the Web Site
· Helping Chief of Staff Ben Schrader with the CSU/MTV event
· Assisting President Katie Gleeson with her duties
· Assisting Vice President Trevor Trout with his duties
· Leadership Development Involvement Project Ram Leaders:

· The Leadership Development Ram Leaders are working with the department to help create an RLT slide show.
· They are working with Kyle Lohman on this.
· I-Ball:
· I-Ball is May 9th. Morgan is planning to have much, much more info this week, such as: Ticket prices and sale date, time, theme, attire, and special surprise.
· The Bridge Project:

· AHH!! Less than 4 days to go time!

· We are going to be working with 3 CSUnity groups. The three projects will be with the following agencies:

· Colorado Forest Service

· Rocky Mountain Raptor Program

· Larimer County Food Bank

· All of the Ram Leader committees are working on various projects: from creating a t-shirt for the project, to fundraising, to researching possible transportation options.

· After the Project we are going to have a celebration with the Lincoln Students to celebrate the efforts from everyone involved

IMPORTANT DATES

April 11th- 3rd Meeting at Lincoln for the Bridge Project

April 12th- Bridge Project/CSUnity Date!!!!! WOOT WOOT!!!

Legislative Affairs Department –August Ritter
· The tracking report: There are only 12 bills that are on our calendar and on our tracking report. The first of the Federal Mineral Lease (FML) (there will probably be about four different bills when this thing is all done) bills will be heard in education committee on Thursday. SB 218 is the new FML bill and it streamlines the distribution process of the Federal Mineral Lease revenues (some of which will go to Higher Ed and capital construction).  There will be another bill coming that will specifically identify which capital projects will receive funding and I will let you know when that is introduced. Please let me know if you have any questions about the tracking report.
· The Textbook Bill: By the time you read this the textbook bill will have been signed by the Governor. A group of us, including myself, headed to the capitol to support the Governor. 
· The 20a footnote: This is a little difficult to describe in an email so if you get confused and want a better description please call me on my cell phone. Last week I was informed about a footnote in the Long Bill. The footnote said was poorly worded and extremely vague. The reason that the footnote is even in the long bill is because Mesa State wants to increase the amount of funding so that they can keep their teachers who are being lost to other schools who are willing to pay them more. The footnote says that schools can increase tuition by $5.00 a tuition credit. (For a student taking 15 credits it would be about $75.00 a semester). They call it a tuition premium. The footnote states that the schools would need to get 51% of the voting student body to agree to the increase. While I believe this would never happen at CSU, I believe it is bad policy and bad precedent for the Long Bill. This is what we told our lobbyists to tell the JBC. 

Thanks for all your help with this annoying little amendment/footnote. Here is what we would like you to convey to/ask the JBC for ASCSU. 

 

Question: If there was a student body vote next year would it apply to fiscal year 2010?

 

1. ASCSU would support this bill if it were a Mesa State only footnote. We understand this is politically a difficult thing to do. 
2.  In a perfect world we would want this footnote to not even exist. We don’t like giving schools an opportunity to go around the 9.5 % tuition increase. We also understand that fighting to totally eliminate this from the Long Bill is also something where we have to be especially careful. If this footnote is proposed again next year, we will fight for it to be taken out of the Long Bill. (Moira, do you think that is ok to say or should we not even worry about it till next year.) 

3. If the footnote is going to stay in the Long Bill than we would like the following amendments to take place. a. Take the word fees out of the footnote. b. Specify that the vote should be taken during the schools regular student government elections in the fall or spring semesters.  
If you have any questions about this footnote call me. 
· And Don’t Ever Forget To: Always LIVE THE DREAM. 
 

Marketing –Mark Settle
Given the duration since my last report, there’s some review and some new.
· Cabinet Recruitment: with the election of a new executive branch, we need to recruit a new set of people to apply or cabinet. We’ll be working with the new President and VP to do just that.

· Website: The Supreme Court is banged out, elections have a solid platform for next year, and I’ve put a bug in the ear of our web guy to fix a couple small, but annoying kinks in the present website.
· Ram Leaders: RLT’s Marketing Gurus have been advancing the cabinet side of the website, but will be transitioning in the last couple of weeks to work with the RamRide site.
· Elections: Done. Congratulations in advance to the winning ticket and senators.
· Athletics Chat: this is happening  on April 29, and we’re getting the word out. With free food (oh yeah, and our athletics coaches), students show show up in high numbers.
· City Council Chat: this is also happening on April 29th, and I expect attendance to be a bit more of a stuggle. Given that it’s in the evening, and that there are politicians rather than athletes, we need everyone there for a good audience.
· ASCSU archive: Nomio has been keeping an archive of every media mention of ASCSU this year. They are compiled in a binder, which will serve as the foundation of our year-end report.
RamRide –Alliy Barrell
· Rides: We gave 784 rides this weekend!

· End of the year events: We are currently planning both our thank you and our open house event. 

Dates to Remember

May 2nd- Open House Event (Tentative)
Student Services – Zane Guilfoyle 
Be sure to vote (even though by the time you are reading this its already decided)
· ForEverGreen: Don’t forget to vote for your favorite design on RamWeb during the ASCSU elections. 
· Weekend Ski/Board Shuttle: We are waiting for the final numbers and feedback from the trip.
· CSU vs CU Lacrosse Road Trip: The game is Saturday, April 26, 2008, with the woman’s game starting at 5pm and the men’s game following at 7pm.  The buses will be leaving from the Transit Center at 2:30pm.  Admission for both games plus transportation is $15.50, otherwise game tickets cost $8.  Tickets are available at the CSU box office.  If you want to be a bus host for this event, please let me know ASAP!!!  For volunteering we will provide you a ticket into the games!
· Student-Coach Mixer- The Student-Coach Mixer will be April 29 from 11am-2pm in LSC Room 228.  The entire football staff as well as student players will be in attendance to share their insights on plans for next year as well be there to answer any questions that you may have!  Food will be provided!
· RLT Projects: Other than the Lacrosse Trip, our RLT’ers also have a SMILE project planned for April 25 on the LSC plaza from 11am-1pm.  We are tentatively planning on serving Snocones and lemonade!
Dates to Remember: 

4/25/2008—SMILE Project

4/26/2008 – CSU vs CU Lacrosse Road Trip

4/29/2008-Student-Coach Mixer 

Judicial Report –Cari Stepsay
Elections Committee Report –Emily Laue
