ASCSU Cabinet Director’s Reports 11/29/05

President’s Report –Courtney Healey

Bowl Game—The Colorado State football team will be attending the Pointsettia Bowl in San Diego California on December 22nd.  They will face off against Navy in this first ever (inaugural) bowl.  After extensive research into the prospects of having a Ram Road Trip, we have decided that it is simply infeasible for us to do.  While in the past we have had co-sponsorship, this year none was offered to us.  This would leave ASCSU with no choice but to front upwards of $90,000 to have a Ram Road Trip and we simply do not have the money for that.  Additionally, it would be fiscally irresponsible as we would likely lose $15,000 for only 150 students to go, and that would mean supplementing students who can afford it with money from those who may not be able to!  Instead, we have decided to work on subsidizing the game tickets for students who would like to attend and we are also gathering information on hotels and local attractions for an informational pamphlet.  Please look to the Student Services Department for more news!    

President’s Community Relations Committee—This meeting went well and focused on the economic benefits that CSU and businesses can bring to Fort Collins.  Several projects were mentioned that could potentially be economic engines for Fort Collins but nothing is set in stone yet.

Board of Governors Retreat—Thursday November 17th there was a BOG Retreat to discuss items pertaining to the passage of Referenda C.  Dr. Penley presented the financial information and what we want to happen at the state capitol.  For CSU to meet our mandated costs (as set by the Colorado Commission on Higher Education) as well as the costs of quality improvements (which CSU deems mandated) we would need this to happen:  get $50 million more from the remaining money for this fiscal year; be granted a 2.5% tuition increase by CCHE for next year; and secure over $60 million for higher education in the upcoming budget.  

Student Services Director—Congratulations to Brett Dobinsky our new director of Student Services.  Brett has already been working hard with us in bowl game meetings over Thanksgiving break so please look to him for details on the game.  As he has already been ratified and sworn in by the Senate, he does not need to be ratified again.    

Dr. Penley Meeting—We discussed several important concerns on November 18th (Friday).  The first was a concern that Faculty Council may see legislation to take student votes away on the University Core Curriculum Committee.  This is only a possibility, but it is one we’re watching closely.  Dr. Penley also agreed to send out a campus wide email to all students encouraging them to vote in ASCSU elections as pursuant to the strategic plan that includes voter turnout increases, although there is no money available from the administration.  We also discussed the current senate legislation pertaining to campaign spending and Dr. Penley gave us his thoughts on this issue.  If Senate would like to know this information for debate purposes please let me know.  We discussed the feasibility of a Ram Road Trip to a bowl game and we expressed our concern that co-sponsorship had not been made available by athletics.  Although the bowl is certain to be good for CSU in terms of recruitment, it is likely that athletics will lose a significant amount of money on it.  We candidly discussed the economic consequences of going to a bowl game.  City Issues were addressed and we discussed the compromise for occupancy limits.  Lastly, one of your fellow senators has inquired into the feasibility of attending a meeting with Dr. Penley with Jon and I.  We are looking into ways that we could work this out but you must respond letting me know that you’re interested to even be considered…this is one of those lovely potential rewards for actually reading this.  In addition, please respond to frontdesk@ascsu.colostate.edu if you have completed reading all directors reports.  The heading should read “cool beans.”

Mountain West Leadership Conference—As you all should know, Anne Fellini has been working hard on this conference for quite some time.  However many problems arose, through no fault of her own, and we were not able to give her the resources necessary to pull this conference off.  Thus we are no longer pursuing this, but Anne will be writing up her experience for the next conferences chair and will be working on new programs to put the money towards.  

Vice President’s Report –Jon Muller

About two weeks ago I discovered that someone had stolen my credit card number, and this past weekend Kim found out someone has been using her debit card.  This may just be coincidence (and I don’t think any ASCSUers are responsible), but I recommend to everyone in the office that you take extra care in protecting yourself and your belongings.  Remember that we have an open door policy in this office, which means that your personal items are more at risk than you may feel.  Just be cautious.

The SFRB has only one week left of fall presentations.  At the beginning of next semester we will have our spring retreat and begin to look at the budgets of all of the fee funded areas.  There is still room on the SFRB for members if anyone is interested.  It is a great way to learn about our University, and the over $1000 dollars you are all spending in student fees each year (not to mention a good way to learn how I spend the majority of my time).

Please reread President Healey’s report on the bowl game above as I am sure that you will all have to answer questions about it in the next few weeks.  If you have any further questions please speak to her, Director Dobinsky, Asst. Director Crook or myself.

I went to the game out in Las Vegas and was hosted by their wonderful student government.  I would urge anyone who has plans to visit that magical city to contact those folks as they are very friendly and know their way around.

Hope you all had a great break and are recharged for the next few weeks!

Have you ever seen anyone end a report with multiple question marks???????????????

Finance Director –Luke Brunner

SFB Meeting This Week

We have a very busy meeting ahead of us with the following groups on the agenda:

· Colloquium in the Life Sciences

· Black Definitions

· Up Til Dawn

· Holocaust Awareness Week

· Black Student Alliance

· ASAP Budget Presentation

Travel Grant Proposal

We are in the process of re-instituting the travel grant which is a way to provide funding to student orgs for travel related expenses to conferences and other events off campus.  More details to come.

Bylaw Changes
We are still working on bylaw changes and hope to have them finalized by the first few weeks of next semester and brought before senate for approval.

Bowl Game

I’ve attended meetings with Director Dobinsky and President Healey about bowl game.  Ask Brett about any questions you may have regarding this.

Academic Director –Misty Lenard

The big news in Academics this week is the college council roundtable this Thursday! Remind your college council presidents! Currently on the agenda are Director Przybylski to talk about the consequences of the recent votes at City Council, Ram Ride Thank-you Rides, and the Honor Code. Also food. Either Subway or Papa John’s!

On the Thursday before fall break I attended the University Facilities Fee Advisory Board meeting where Brian Chase presented some of the new ideas for furniture and color schemes for the new renovations on campus, including the South Campus Study Area. I expect to be hearing from his office soon to set up a meeting for more discussion on furnishing the Study Area. If this is an area that interests anyone, please let me know!

The next Faculty Council meeting will be Tuesday the 6th, and it will be immediately preceded by a meeting on the honor code. I’m currently doing some reading up on honor codes at peer institutions. If you have any interests, concerns, or knowledge you wish to share on honor codes, please let me know!

Advocacy Director –Jason Green

The Diversity Advocate Council has narrowed down on topics for the forum and will hopefully come up with a schedule for them for next semester.  We plan to have 5 forums which will cover the rest of the school year.

On December 6th, from 3-5pm there will be a mixer with ASCSU and the Advocacy Offices which will be held in the ASCSU office and the Senate Chambers.  Its entitled “After School Special.”  The plan is to have these social events a few times a semester.

I will be attended the MLK celebration on November 29th.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES:

The Diversity Advocate Council will be meeting this week December 1st in the ASCSU office from 4-5pm.

IMPORTANT DATES:

Black Student Services

· Knowledge for the Soul Chat Series- December 7th at 1pm in the BSS Office

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Student Services

· Friday Movie: “Cowboys and Angels” – December 2nd– 10:00a & Noon

· SOGLBT Drag Show -December 3rd-7-10pm in LSC Commons
Native American Student Services

· November is/was Native American Awareness  Month

· Duhesa Lounge Exhibition Opening Ceremony- 4-6pm
Office of Women’s Programs and Studies

· Women at Noon Series “The Song of Hannah: A New Novel About Women in the Bible”- November 30th- Noon, LSC room 220

Multicultural Leadership Conference is January 13-15th so hurry and APPLY! 

Community Affairs Director –Courtney Pryzybylski

To be submitted Wednesday morning


Leadership Development Director –Abby Pfisterer

The Ram Leaders have a huge week coming up!  Tuesday night will be broomball at 10:30 at EPIC, everyone is invited.  Please do remember that this is a required event for both Ram Leaders and mentors.  On Wednesday, they will be at Senate, and possibly Cabinet, beforehand.  Saturday, December 3 is when they will be putting on their Holiday Party for the retirement home.  Following that on December 6, Tuesday, they will be hosting an awareness program for the humane society on the plaza from 11-1.  Be sure to come by for some great information and a free lunch!  

All the members of RLT have been working incredibly hard, so this week we will be focusing on personal well being and balance.  If you are a mentor, please focus on this subject for at least part of your weekly meeting.  This time of year can be crazy, so we want to make sure they are doing well!  

Legislative Affairs Director –Alec Jeffries

Hope everyone had a wonderful break, things are starting to move down in Denver, everyone is gearing up for the legislative session.  I will be attending the Joint Budget Committee hearing dealing with allocation of funds for higher education in the upcoming days.  This will be a preliminary hearing to get an idea of the budget situation pertaining to higher ed in Colorado.  I expect most universities to be present and interest in the opening statements from the JBC members.  

 

I need to collect a rough estimate of how many students will be attending ASCSU Day at the Capitol.  I will do this during the next three senate sessions.  Reminder: the day will be Monday, February 13th.  There will be many events and speakers at the Capitol.  The Capstone Group and I are in the process of talking to members of leadership to speak to the students. 

 

Legislators are beginning to write legislation and my eyes are pealed for anything that pertains to the student body.  The first week of session is usually very hectic with many bills being introduced, many of which go straight to the bin.  After break the legislature will be moving quick so hold on to your ASCSU knickers. 

Marketing Director –Nic Redavid

Now that we are fully stuffed and ready for the Holiday season, things have picked up around the marketing department. Here is what is going on...
Associate Position- I have again been approached by an individual interested in the position. The application has been turned in, and we will wait and see what happens.

Current Projects- Poker Tournament, Theater Concert, Shuttle Service, Discount Bowl Tickets, Ft. Film Fest (submissions), Stress Relief, Hypnotist

Handbook- At Senate on Wednesday, I will send around a sign-up for those interested in being on the Handbook Adhoc Committee. I am looking for at least five Senators, but the more the merrier. This is just to set-up the committee. Committee meetings will begin immediately after break.

Poster Distribution- We will again be handing out posters to all the graduates this semester. Starting next week we will be rolling them, and then at commencement on the 16th and 17th of December we will be handing them out to the graduates following each ceremony in Moby and the LSC. There will be a sign-up for this at next week's Senate, and I will email more information as it becomes available. I am meeting with the commencement coordinator for the Vice Provost's Office, Evelyn Grace, this week and will have more information after that.

ASCSU Days- I would like to again thank all of you for doing a great job representing this organization at ASCSU Day on the Plaza last week (well, the week before we left). It may have been cold, but at least we were out there. Thanks for making it a great success!

Budget- I sat down and updated the expenses so far this semester and looks like the marketing budget is doing well. This is great news because it allows for bigger marketing of very important stuff next semester -- i.e. Elections!

 

That's all from the M-Team!!! Have a great week and Go RAMS!!!

RamRide Director –Kevin McBeth

Student Services Director –Brett Dobinsky

Shuttle Services
         Sign-up for the discount tickets began on Monday at 9:00am.  Thus far 25 
people have signed up for the tickets worth $20 for the winter break.  Only
200 tickets were originally available and now only 150 tickets are still on
hand.  Ideally the tickets will soon be all taken, leaving plenty of time for 
our department to easily and correctly distribute all tickets.  If tickets are still available, they will be available up until 5:00pm on Dec. 7th so they can be mailed out on Dec. 8th.   The tickets will be valid from the Tuesday of finals week until the Tuesday we get back from break.  I would advise anyone interested or has friends interested in receiving a ticket to sign up 
as soon as possible.
Bowl Game
         There will be no official Bowl Game Road Trip, but in the replacement of the road trip we are offering a $10 voucher that can be obtained at the 
Information Box by having their Student ID scanned.  The student can then buy
the $23 tickets over at McGraw for $13.
          Travel options are available online at www.csubowl.com.   This site offers a complete package (minus the game ticket) as well as packages that simply
accommodate the land stay in San Diego (minus the game ticket).

Positive Impact

Final budget synopsis- At the conclusion of all expenses the positive impact program had a total of $2, 825.46 remaining in its budget.  This is way more than we originally imagined but we also over budgeted for participating student orgs.  Of the remaining money $2,100 came from ASCSU.   This money may be touched but the remainder after that must stay with Positive Impact because the money came from external sources that allotted the money only for Positive Impact. 


Next year, If the external sources contribute similar to this year, I would advise contributing $500-$1000 less depending on how frugal the Director of Student Services is next year.   I would also advise cutting the funding for the Hella-Big tent completely.  Moneys contributing to the Hella-Big Tent should also be cut.   

ASAP Director –Katie Dougan

To be submitted Wednesday morning


Judicial Report –Joy Ahrens

