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ABSTRACT: This Resolution expresses the opposition of the 53 Senate of the Associated
Students of Colorado State University to the hosting Rail Jam. Asterisks reference things with
attached links to evidence at the bottom of this document.
WHEREAS
The Executive Branch of ASCSU, Snowriders, and Phi Kappa Theta have coordinated to
host an event titled Rail Jam on March 215t, 2024, which will consist of creating an
artificial ski environment on the West Lawn of the Lory Student Center for the purpose
of student skiing and snowboarding competitions; and,

WHEREAS
This artificial ski structure will consist of 10 tons of artificial snow, a drop in ramp for
competitors using skis and/or snowboards, and a rail for competitors to attempt tricks on;
and,

WHEREAS
There has been either a lack of transparency or unifying vision for what this event will
consist of with it being varyingly portrayed to members of the 5379 Senate as an event
with participation open to all students in order to secure the vote for the funding of this
event then portrayed as a ski and snowboard exhibition, and then portrayed as a
competition. Had there been transparency and accountability about what the event would
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entail, the allocation of the leftover advisor salary would have been held in committee
until all concerns were addressed; and,

WHEREAS
When the initial report about the budget reallocation happened, and there was time for
Q&A, Senators/Chairs had questions about how the money would be spent, they were

met with hostility.
President DeSalvo:

“This organization has the option to do good work with money that’s been um with money that's
been allocated towards this year in the student fees that weve taken from students going to
school at CSU this year um so you really have the option if you don’t want to do any of this, and
you don’t think any of these programs provide any value, for CSU students it just goes back into
the fund balance and we sit on money that doesn’t get spent in the organization.”*
This was said in the context of asking questions about the specific initiatives that the
budget reallocation would go to. Implying that by simply questioning the items on the
budget reallocation, implies somehow that Senate “doesn’t think any of these programs
provide value” Which is a fallacy of composition, it accuses Senate of not believing any
of the programs have value, just because some parts are being questioned, (including Rail
Jam) when it is in fact the duty of the Senate to make careful consideration when it comes
to finding a stance on any bill/resolution/lex; and,

WHEREAS
When Senate asked:

“then will there be any other time in that 48 hours or so, to sit down and have any
discussion, so that if there are other initiatives or other things that maybe we
didn't know about, ...because like I'm looking at this list and I see things that 1
care about and things that I care less about, but there might be things that are of
even greater importance that we don't have available to us to, you know, to
properly advocate for, so will there be another time within the next, before that
deadline, where um everyone will be in the same room to discuss or is it just a
matter of give feedback?”’*

President DeSalvo ignored the question and responded:

“If there are policies or initiatives you want to advocate for, this branch has
$90,000 that it hasn't spent. All we're saying is that this money exists and we're
trying to find out what to do with it it's not to say that any other proposed
initiative, is bad but this is this is the route that executive has to fund our
initiatives, this body has $90,000 to fund whatever initiatives it wants it just
requires that you write a bill and go through that process.”*

Which shows a level of contempt for the oversight duties of the Senate, to use the
unallocated funds as a weapon towards a branch of government, when it was simply
being asked if there would be a meeting or any other opportunity for other potential line
items to be added to budget reallocation; and,

Fifty-Third Senate of SCSU



BILL/RESOLUTION/LEX 53XX

WHEREAS
A version of Rail Jam is held every year by Snowriders, on a mountain, where the
manufacturing of snow is balanced by natural snowfall over the course of winter. The last
time RailJam was held on campus was in 2009 and this fifteen-year lapse since the last

instance of RailJam illustrates the lack of wider campus demand and interest in hosting
such an event; and,

WHEREAS
Manufacturing snow, is made either from propelling a particular ratio of air and water in
freezing temperatures, and/or the use of the water is sometimes mixed with minerals
and ina (ice nucleation-active) proteins from the bacterium Pseudomonas syringae. These
proteins serve as effective nuclei to initiate the formation of ice crystals at relatively high
temperatures, so that the droplets will turn into ice before falling to the ground. The
bacterium itself uses these ina proteins in order to injure plants; and,

WHEREAS
The 2023-2024 Winter Season has been abnormally warm with temperatures regularly
exceeding 55°F and furthermore the first day of spring is March 19 making the use of
any artificial snow likely to rapidly melt, also the Pseudomonas syringae, used in the
manufacturing of snow on mountains is mitigated with the dilution of previously standing
snowpack, which so far has not existed thereby causing damage to the landscaping of the
West Lawn of the Lory Student Center; and,

WHEREAS
The emerging effects of global climate change are becoming increasingly apparent as
evidenced by events in recent months which have consisted of the following: abnormally
warm winter conditions and significant lack of snowfall in Colorado, large scale flooding
and snowfalls in states such as California, and wildfires of unprecedented size in Texas;
and,

WHEREAS
When confronted with concerns about the environmental impact of Rail Jam, the
Executive Branch of ASCSU offered planting trees as a solution to offset the
environmental impact of this event while the planning to plant trees or any other
environmental initiative was only included as a line item in the budget after the creation
of this resolution, and still does not have any environmental initiative regarding the
impact of this event in writing; and,

WHEREAS
Carbon offset measures such as tree planting require 10+ years for the trees to mature
enough to truly offset the carbon emitted. Another solution proposed was to give money
to the Arbor Day Fund, however student fees are not allowed to put into endowments;
and,

WHEREAS
The spring park clean up being planned by the ASCSU Department of environmental
affairs has been suggested by the ASCSU Chief of Staff as a potential option to offset the
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WHEREAS
Rail Jam has been portrayed as a lapsed tradition at Colorado State University and the
restoration of said tradition has been portrayed as following through on a campaign
promise made by the DeSalvo/Silverhart administration; and,

WHEREAS
It has since been learned that RailJam is an event that has only been hosted only twice on
campus, each time with the host being a non-CSU organization; and,

WHEREAS
The only evidence of past success RailJam is a singular video providing press coverage
of the event and involved interviews with past members of Snowriders and the event
organizer; and,

WHEREAS
This event violates the 2023-2024 Bylaws of the Board for Student Organization Funding
in a number of ways, beginning with, but not limited to,

Article VI: Section, Subsection 4. Which states “Funding will not be approved for
the following:” subsubsections 1:
Contributions or expenditures, from any source to campaigns
involving the (i) nomination, retention, or election of any person to
any public office (ii) to urge electors to vote in favor of or against
any statewide ballot issue, local ballot issue, referred measure or
recall election

Evidenced by word of mouth, and in written word by Chief of Staff Braxton Dietz
in writing, “We are pursuing RailJam for a few reasons...

s This is a campus favorite. The last RailJam brought together thousands of Rams and
produced a sense of community during the cold and relatively eventless Spring
semester.

»  This was a campaign promise made by the DeSalvo-Silverhart team.

= CSU higher administration has expressed interest and anticipation in seeing this
come to life”*
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environmental impact using an existing program as a token acknowledgement of the valid
environmental concerns raised is a facile dismal of said concerns; and,

WHEREAS
The Executive Branch of ASCSU has allocated in excess of $20,000, and $5,000 of that
funding was allocated from BSOF which creates a potential public image of ASCSU
reappropriating funds which it had originally set aside for funding of other non-ASCSU
student organizations; and,

WHEREAS
Potential competitors must submit a video application to be considered for entry into the
competition; and,

WHEREAS
For an event of this scope and monetary expenditure advertisement efforts for Rail Jam to
the student body did not commence until March 5th, which is 16 days. Furthermore,
Spring Break constitutes a nine-day period in the middle of this advertising window.
These two factors combine to limit the likelihood of student engagement with the
advertising materials thus severely limiting the number of potential competitors and
attendees to this event; and,

WHEREAS
The event participation is not open to all students, and is limited to no more 30 students
for participation on the snow park being built for the event at large cost ($20,000) to CSU
fee paying students; and

WHEREAS
Applications for the competition did not open until March 5% and applications require
videos displaying the skills of potential competitors to be submitted for judgement to
Snowriders, thereby creating a financial obstacle to potential competitors, and
advantaging students who have the access and resources to create videos of themselves
skiing or snowboarding; and,

WHEREAS
Many of these concerns have been brought to the attention to the Executive Branch of
ASCSU and these concerns have been half-heartedly addressed or outright ignored; and,

WHEREAS
Events of this size, scope, and complexity of planning, requires a level of experience and
dedication of time which are beyond the normal day to day operations of ASCSU; and,

WHEREAS
RamEvents is an organization which exists, and is funded by student fees, to engage in
planning major campus events involving both on campus and off campus partners; and,

WHEREAS
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At no point in the planning of this event was did ASCSU attempt to include RamEvents in the
planning or coordination of this event thereby preventing the wealth of knowledge and
experience from shared with the RailJam planning committee; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED
That support for this resolution might not necessarily denote the agreement with all of the these
concerns pertaining to this event, but rather concern with the event itself for one or more reasons;
and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HERBEY FURTHER RESOLVED

The 53" Senate of the Associated Students of Colorado State University believes that the lack of
timely advertisement of this event, on behalf of all parties involved, creates a dipropionate
monetary expenditure in relation to the amount of CSU students who are likely to attend and
participate in Rail Jam; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED

That the 53™ Senate of the Associated Students of Colorado State University believes that Rail
Jam constitutes a gross misuse of student funds on the part of Associated Students of Colorado
State University; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED

That the 534 Senate of the Associated Students of Colorado State University believes that
hosting Rail Jam constitutes flagrant disregard for the environmental impact incurred in
constructing temporary ski environment on the West Lawn of the Lory Student Center by the
Associated Students of Colorado State University, Snowriders, and Phi Kappa Theta; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED
That with the size, scope, and complexity of this event, appropriate parties were not involved,
including but not limited to, RamEvents, The 534 Senate, The City Of Fort Collins, and ASCSU
advisors; and

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED

The 537 Senate of the Associated Students of Colorado State University hereby calls upon the
Executive Branch of the Associated Students to cancel this event, unless unable due to
contractual obligations, in which case a dedicated funding allocation should be made for carbon
offset efforts; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED
That this organization recognizes the conflict of interest that has been created by spending
$27,000, including moving money from BSOF back to ASCSU, in order make good on a
campaign promise, for an incumbent seeking a second term, during active campaigning, is
unethical; and,
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THAT THIS LEGISLATION SHALL BE FORWARDED TO

Nicholas DeSalvo, President of the ASCSU

Braxton Dietz, Executive Branch Chief of Staff, ASCSU
Hayden Deason, Director of Environmental Affairs, ASCSU
Ashton Duffield, Director of Finance, ASCSU

Meron Siyoum, Director of Traditions and Programs, ASCSU
Ethan Billingsley, Advisor, Snowriders

Grace Gehlert, President, Snowriders

Joseph Goodshall, President, Phi Kappa Theta

Ben Schrader, ASCSU Advisor

Evan Welch, ASCSU Advisor

ARCHIVE INFO [Parliamentarian Use Only]

INTRODUCTION DATE/SESSION: ARCHIVE DATE:

COMMITTEE’S REVIEWED: MONETARY? Y/N
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THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED
That this resolution will be sent to, to Amy Parsons, President, Colorado State University; Tony
Frank, Chancellor of the CSU System; Blanche Hughes, CSU Vice President for Student Affairs;
Ben Schrader, ASCSU Advisor; Evan Welch, ASCSU Advisor; Ali Raza, Assistant Director of
Student Involvement; JoAnn Comell, Director of the Asian Pacific American Cultural Center;
Duan Ruff, Director of the Black/African American Cultural Center; Dora S. Frias, Director of
El Centro; Maggie Hendrickson, Director of the Pride Resource Center; Tyrone Smith, Director
of the Native American Cultural Center; Justin Dove, Director of the Student Disability Center;
Nicholas DeSalvo, President of the ASCSU; Alex Silverhart, ASCSU Vice President; Alayna
Truxal, Chief Justice; Jamie Binder, Deputy Chief Justice; Ava Ayla, Speaker of the Senate;
Claudia Paraiso, Speaker Pro Tempore; Braxton Dietz, Executive Branch Chief of Staff,
ASCSU; Hayden Deason, Director of Environmental Affairs, ASCSU; Ashton Duffield, Director
of Finance, ASCSU; Meron Siyoum, Director of Traditions and Programs, ASCSU; Joseph
Godshall, President of Phi Kappa Theta; Ethan Billingsley, Advisor, Snowriders; Grace Gehlert,
President, Snowriders; Assistant Vice President for Safety & Risk Services and Chief Resilience
Officer (CRO);

PASSAGE AND ENACTMENT OF RESOLUTION 52XX
SESSION OF PASSAGE

Yays-Nays-Abstentions

SENATE PASSAGE DATE

%WQ/ q4/3/ 2099

ASCSU SPEAKER OF T NATE AVA AYALA DATE

RESOURCES

Use this section to place any relevant citations and/or resources used in the producing of this
legislation.
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