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CHIEF JUSTICE MORGAN WRIGHT delivered the opinion of the Court

THE PARLIAMENTARIAN FOR THE SENATE, MADELEINE KAMBERG, requested an
opinion regarding the certain voting thresholds that must be met in an election in order to ratify a
constitution for ASCSU.

The following question was submitted for clarification

1.

The ASCSU Constitution Article XII outlines the process for ratifying the Constitution,
“A. Upon amendment, this Constitution shall be ratified by the majority vote of not less
than 10% of the voting members of the Associated Students of Colorado State University
by placement of the question “Do you vote to approve the Constitution of the Associated
Students of Colorado State University?” at the end of the general election ballot.” Does
10% of voting members of ASCSU mean 10% of the student population or 10% of voters
in the election?

2. Why?

The ASCSU Supreme Court has determined the following:

1.

In a 7-0-0 vote, the court has decided that 10% of the voting members of the Associated
Students of Colorado State University, as mentioned in Article XII, Section 1201 of the
ASCSU Constitution, refers to 10% of the members of ASCSU (colloquially referred to
as the student population).

Pursuant to Article I, Section 103 of the ASCSU Constitution, a member of ASCSU is
“each individual taking at least one credit or is a candidate for a doctoral degree at
Colorado State University.” The definition of “voting members” depends on the vote at
hand. When the ASCSU Constitution refers to “voting membership of the Senate” in
Article II, Section 207, it is talking about all Senate officials eligible to vote, not Senate
officials who are present. According to the Senate bylaws, Section 3, Senators have
voting rights, while Associate Senators do not always have voting rights, so the



distinction of “voting members” is necessary when referring to the Senate. In the case of
a general election, “voting members” expands to anyone eligible to vote in that election
(as opposed to just Senate officials with voting rights), meaning any member of ASCSU
as defined above. Concurring with this definition, Bill 5120 directly defines “voting
member” as “any person given the right to vote,” which again would change in the
settings of a Senate meeting versus a general election. Additionally, in the 2022-23
general election, only 6.17% of the members of ASCSU voted (1,854 votes), not meeting
the threshold of 10% as defined in Article XII, Section 1201 of the ASCSU Constitution.
Bill 5120 was crafted in response to this failure to ratify, and acknowledged that the 51st
ASCSU Constitution was “not adopted and will be voided upon the conclusion of the
51st Senate.” Article XII, Section 1201 of the ASCSU Constitution states that the
requirement is ratification by “the majority vote of not less than 10% of the voting
members of the Associated Students of Colorado State University.” Therefore, 10% of
the members of ASCSU as defined above must vote in the general election, and a
majority of those votes must approve the ratification of the ASCSU Constitution in order
for it to take effect.



