BILL 5517 — Emergency Housing for Rams Pilot Program

THE ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF SCSU COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY

10th SESSION OF THE FIFTY-FIFTH SENATE
10/ 15/ 2025

Bill #5517
Emergency Housing for Rams Pilot Program

NOTICE: A signature to sponsor means that you only wish for the legislation to be heard, a
signature to endorse means that you support the contents and/or actions of this legislation.

WRITTEN BY: Claire VanDeventer, Chair, Housing Caucus; Jared McGlothlin, Senator, Graduate
School

COLLABORATED WITH: Michael Buttram, Basic Needs Manager, CSU Office for Basic Needs;

SPONSORED BY: Ellie Lutz, Speaker Pro Tempore; Navaeh Greene, Senator, Pride Resource
Center;

ENDORSED BY: Jakye Nunley, ASCSU President; Lauren Davis, Director, Basic Needs
Department; Enock Monanti, Chair, Students of the Oval Caucus; Priscilla Pauda, Senator,
Liberal Arts; Victoria Quesada-Stoner, Chair, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee; Fiona
Miller, Senator, Asian Pacific American Cultural Center; Ferrin Jaudon, Associate Senator, Pride
Resource Center; Grace Pratt, Associate Senator, Native American Cultural Center; Liri Sananes,
Associate Senator, Student Disability Center; Andrea Flores, Senator, El Centro; Angel
Hernandez, Senator, Pride Resource Center; Cassidy Mendoza, Senator, Native American
Culture Center; Matthew Grenier, Senator, College of Business; Ryer Roberts, Senator, College
of Agriculture; Noah Eddington, Senator, Adult Learner and Veteran Services; Robert Corry,
Senator, Graduate School; Haven Bohn, Senator, Intra-University Department; Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion Committee

ABSTRACT: This bill allocates a total of $37,000 from the Senate Discretionary Fund and ASCSU
Fund Balance to provide pilot funding for an emergency housing program operated by the CSU
Office for Basic Needs.
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WHEREAS (1),
The 2023 Student Basic Needs Survey for Colorado State University from the Hope
Center (2023) found that 65% of respondents experienced at least one of the following:
food insecurity, housing insecurity, or homelessness, 19% of respondents did not have a
fixed, regular, and adequate place to live at some point during the previous year; and,

WHEREAS (2),

While many universities already have programs in place that have proven successful at
filling gaps in student housing needs, Colorado State University currently lacks an
emergency housing program to support off-campus students suffering from housing
instability or temporary homelessness; and,

WHEREAS (3),
The CSU Office for Basic Needs has created a proposal for an emergency housing
program to ensure that a last-resort safety net is in place for students experiencing

temporary homelessness, and to prevent housing insecurity from forcing students to
leave CSU or suffer academically, mentally, etc.; and,

WHEREAS (4),

The program will be planned and operated by CSU Basic Needs and Housing & Dining

Services, but an example of how this type of program could be structured is as follows:

1. Astudent enrolled in at least one credit hour meets with a case manager to assess
their financial need and access to housing, if eligible

2. The student would then be moved into an emergency unit and would work with case
management to seek permanent housing, financial security, and connections with
safety net programs on campus for continuous support

3. Emergency housing will be provided for a specified period while students navigate
finding permanent solutions; however, time can be extended if necessary; and,

WHEREAS (5),
The expenses of this program include renting 2 apartments at the International House
apartment complex for use by the program, hiring a case manager to help guide and
manage students served, hiring student employees to assist with housing navigation, a
food program to support students in the program, parking permits at International
House, creation of a “Student Success Fund” to cover expenses related to securing

permanent housing (e.g. deposits, application fees, background check fees), and
cleaning/maintenance costs; and,

WHEREAS (6),

The estimated annual costs for this program are as follows, in which the specified uses
of ASCSU funds are bolded:

| ltem | Cost | source of Funding |
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International House $40,800 ASCSU / Outside Grants

apartments rent (two

units)

Parking $840 Office for Basic Needs /
ASCSU

Student Employee Wages | $7,500 Office for Basic Needs

Case Manager Salary (the | $20,000 Student Case Management

portion of their salary / Office for Basic Needs

allocated to emergency

housing)

Food Program $10,000 Office for Basic Needs /
Rams Against Hunger

Student Success Fund $25,000 University Advancement
and Division of Enroliment
and Access

Furnishings, cleaning, TB8D Housing & Dining Services

maintenance

;and,

WHEREAS (7),
Funding for a pilot program must be secured before January of 2026 to allow the
program to begin operations in this academic year; so,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ENACTED (1)

That $17,000 from the ASCSU Fund Balance and $20,000 from the Senate Discretionary Fund
be allocated to the CSU Office for Basic Needs for the purpose of funding an emergency housing
pilot program; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (2)

That the CSU Office for Basic Needs shall be able to use these funds for any expenses related to
the emergency housing pilot program, including but not limited to facility costs, admin costs,
supplies, and other operating costs; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (3)

That the CSU Office for Basic Needs may spend any excess funding to support Rams Against
Hunger pocket pantry programs; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (4)
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That the CSU Office for Basic Needs shall provide an annual report to the ASCSU Senate on the
progress and success of the emergency housing pilot program through academic year 2027-
2028, while maintaining necessary confidentiality for all students served; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (5)

That any unspent funding allocated by this bill shall return to the Senate Discretionary Fund on
June 30, 2028; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY FURTHER ENACTED (6)

That a copy of this legislation be forwarded to Amy Parsons, President, Colorado State
University; Tony Frank, Chancellor, CSU System; Marion Underwood, Provost & Executive Vice
President, Colorado State University, Blanche Hughes, Vice President, Student Affairs; Kauline
Cipriani, Vice President for Inclusive Excellence, Office of the President; Mike Ellis, Associate

Vice President and Executive Director of the Lory Student Center, Student Affairs; Pamela
Norris, Associate Executive Director Engagement and Talent Development, Student Affairs; Ben
Schrader, Director, Adult Learner and Veteran Services, ASCSU Advisor; Duan Ruff, Director,
Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Julia Pratt, Assistant Director
for Student Government, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement; Farah
Shah, ASCSU/SLICE Accountant, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement;
Ali Raza, Assistant Director of Involvement, Student Leadership, Involvement and Community
Engagement; Elisa Randazzo, ASCSU Administrative Assistant; Ryan Barone, Assistant VP for
Student Success, Division of Student Affairs; Craig Chesson, Assistant Vice President and Dean
of Students, Division of Student Affairs; Jody Donovan, Associate Vice President, Division of
Student Affairs; Mike Eliis, Associate Vice President, Division of Student Affairs, Executive
Director, Lory Student Center; Laurel Halsey, Executive Director, CSU Health Network; Mari

Strombom, Executive Director, Housing and Dining Services; Josh Maxwell, Director of
University Housing; Housing and Dining Services; Adam Sargent, Director of General Counseling
Services, CSU Health Network; Penny Gonzales-Soto, Director, Student Legal Services; Michael
Buttram, Basic Needs Manager, Rams Against Hunger; Jennifer Van Norman, Director, Student
Case Management; Gaurav Harshe, Interim Director, Asian Pacific American Cultural Center;

John Miller IV, Director, Black/African American Cultural Center; Aaron Escobedo Garmon,

Director, El Centro; Maggie Hendrickson, Executive Director, Cultural Resource Centers,

Director, Pride Resource Center; Tyrone Smith, Director, Native American Cultural Center; Imani
Lindberg, Interim Director, Survivor Advocacy & Foundational Education Center; Justin Dove,
Director, Student Disability Center

&
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PASSAGE AND ENACTMENT OF BILL 55XX
SESSION OF PASSAGE

Yays - Nays — Abstentions

ASCSU SPEAKER OF THE SENATE BROOKELYN REESE DATE

5 % W 11/5)2%

DATE

_— I3

ASCSU PRESIDENT JAKYE NUNLEY

RESOURCES:
Use this section to place any relevant citations and/or resources used in the producing of this
legislation.

THAT THIS LEGISLATION SHALL BE FORWARDED TO:

Amy Parsons, President of Colorado State University

Tony Frank, Chancellor of the CSU System

Marion Underwood, Provost and Executive Vice President

Blanche Hughes, Vice President of Student Affairs

Kauline Cipriani, Vice President for Inclusive Excellence

Mike Ellis, Associate Vice President and Executive Director of Lory Student Center

Pamela Norris, Associate Executive Director Engagement and Talent Development
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Ben Schrader, Director of Adult Learner and Veteran Services, ASCSU Advisor
Duan Ruff, Director of Student Leadership, Involvement and Community Engagement

Julia Pratt, Assistant Director for Student Government of Student Leadership, Involvement and
Community Engagement

Farah Shah, ASCSU/SLICE Accountant for Student Leadership, Involvement and Community
Engagement

Ali Raza, Assistant Director of Involvement of Student Leadership, Involvement and Community
Engagement

Elisa Randazzo, ASCSU Administrative Assistant

Ryan Barone, Assistant VP for Student Success of the Division of Student Affairs
Craig Chesson, Assistant Vice President and Dean of Students of the Division of Student Affairs
Jody Donovan, Associate Vice President of the Division of Student Affairs

Warner College Council

Ag Council

College of Liberal Arts Representative Council

Natural Sciences College Council

College of Health and Human Sciences Dean’s Leadership Council

College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences College Council
College of Business Dean’s Student Leadership Council

Laurel Halsey, Executive Director of the CSU Health Network

Mari Strombom, Executive Director of Housing and Dining Services

Josh Maxwell, Director of University Housing of Housing and Dining Services
Adam Sargent, Director of General Counseling Services of the CSU Health Network
Penny Gonzales-Soto, Director of Student Legal Services

Michael Buttram, Basic Needs Manager for Rams Against Hunger

Jennifer Van Norman, Director of Student Case Management

Lisa Chandler, Assistant Director of Adult Leaner and Veteran Services

Kathleen Fairfax, Vice Provost of International Affairs for Colorado State University
Chad Hoseth, Assistant Vice Provost of International Affairs for Colorado State University

Greg Wymer, Director of International Student Scholars and Services
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Mary Ann Lucero, Executive Director of the Academic Advancement Center
Elizabeth Sink, Lead of Multifaith and Belief Initiatives

Gaurav Harshe, Interim Director of the Asian Pacific American Cultural Center
John Miller IV, Director of the Black/African American Cultural Center

Aaron Escobedo Garmon, Director of El Centro

Maggie Hendrickson, Executive Director of the Cultural Resource Centers, Director of the Pride
Resource Center

Tyrone Smith, Director of the Native American Cultural Center
Imani Lindberg, Interim Director of the Survivor Advocacy & Foundational Education Center

Justin Dove, Director of the Student Disability Center
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